Clinical and neuropathological study of a familial case of juvenile parkinsonism.
This is a detailed autopsy case of rare juvenile parkinsonism with dominant heredity. The patient displayed parkinsonian symptoms which began at the age of 24, and expired in a state of quadriplegia-in-flexion at 35. In the later stage, myoclonic jerks, epileptiform convulsions and dementia appeared. L-dopa was effective only in the early stages. The autopsy revealed severe degeneration and the formation of atypical Lewy bodies in the cerebral cortex, as well as typical lesions of idiopathic parkinsonism with a Lewy body formation in the brain stem. This case was considered to belong essentially to idiopathic parkinsonism. The pathology of juvenile parkinsonism is reviewed briefly.